
We will celebrate Christmas being more aware that Christ is coming soon!

 Yes! Christ is coming back soon! Maranatha! The world is getting worse as the Bible says “beginning of
 sorrows” and we have heard of all the calamities of this year 2022. But for Christians, this news
 is reason for hope in the One who promised to return for us. Yes, the One who was born in a manger and
 whom we will celebrate this Christmas. He who grew up, was cruci�ed, buried, and resurrected on the third 
day - yes! We wait for Jesus and it gives us hope to know that each day his coming is drawing near.

We started 2022 with a war.
Well, from Feb 24 when the Russian invasion
of Ukraine started, to the �rst days of November when I’m writing to
you, almost 10 months have passed very traumatically for many Ukr-
ainians especially. The uncertainty for millions of Europeans who
see the consequences of this war are impacting us at all levels: the 
cost of living, energy poverty, and generalized stress. In the midst of this
uncertainty, the church is playing a relevant role in humanitarian,
emotional, and spiritual assistance. It is comforting to see the mobi-
lization of many individual believers and churches to be part of the 
solution and relief for di�erent types of su�ering that this war is bring-
ing to people, especially here in Europe.

COVID-19 restrictions lifted in Europe.
Yes, today the pandemic seems to be a malaise that does not worry the population that much. Of course, the
 threats are greater these days for other reasons. Even so, after two and a half years of restrictions, people have
 sequels that are beginning to be seen. Sociologists are beginning to point out the problems resulting from 

December 2022

P.O. Box 26155 Birmingham, AL 35260-0155 • (205) 979-2400 • info@world-reach.org • world-reach.org

WORLD REACH

     F r a n c i s c o  &  M a r t i t a  B e r r i o s
                                                 2 0 2 2  W I L L  B E  A  Y E A R  T O  

                                                 R E M E M B E R  A N D  T O  B E  
                                                T H A N K F U L



December 2022 World Reach Ministry - Francisco & Mar�ta Berrios

   

P.O. Box 26155 Birmingham, AL 35260-0155 • (205) 979-2400 • info@world-reach.org • world-reach.org

If you would like to partner with a 
one-�me gi� or recurring monthly 
gi�s to provide the support we 
must raise for the mission of World
Reach to serve in Romania, here is
more informa�on on how to do so:

L e t ’ s  c e l e b r a t e  t o g e t h e r  t h i s  J e s u s  
c h i l d  a n d  K i n g !

At  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  I  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  
p r a y  f o r  t h i s  m i n i s t r y  i n  B r a s o v,  

R o m a n i a  i n  2 0 2 3 :

• For being part of the consola�on of 
God to the hearts with whom we are 
in contact in the ministry of the 
church as well  as in counseling 
sessions.

• For Hope Bap�st Church, its pastor 
Claudio Preda, and the team that 
assists him in leadership.

• For physical,  emo�onal, and spiritu-
al health for Mar�ta and
this servant. 

We are entering winter with the biggest energy crisis I have ever known. 

Europe is preparing to su�er from cold temperatures this winter. 
Schools and universities will go online because they cannot a�ord gas 
heating costs this winter; the same is happening with  spa hotels and 
other businesses.  The public institutions are saying that they will only give 
19 degrees Celsius in the buildings. The churches received compensation
 in gas prices like the schools last year but it will not be like that this 
winter. We will have to pay at market price. The war in Ukraine has had
 this collateral damage and in the church we are rationing heating like 
everyone else. On a positive note, when the building �lls up on Sunday, 
we all warm up! Yes, just like the bu�aloes in the Siberian cold, all of us to-
gether protects us from the cold.

The church has grown almost 50% this year! 
It is wonderful!! While other churches have shrunk, ours has grown a lot. 
I don't know exactly what to attribute it to but one cause is sure: God has
 intervened and given us grace in many hearts that have decided to 
make Hope Baptist their local church. This photo is from the last Sunday 
of October 2022. We have had to create a strategy of more small groups 
to absorb the brothers in a more familiar environment; this was unthink-
able a few years ago but now it is a necessity. Here is a photograph of the 
leading couples of small groups that we presented to the church in mid-
October.

A hug and may God richly bless you more than what you want and 
expect.

Psalm 37:4
Francisco & Martita Berrios

the pandemic such as isolation, disconnection, loss of children's emo-
tional skills to relate to each other; we have become more antisocial
they tell us. Even with all this, the church is a haven of fellowship that
shows itself in unusual growth. We give thanks for this blessing.

To donate online, go to world-reach.
org /donate to give once or set up a
monthly gi� via credit card.  We also
offer the op�on to give monthly via
an Electronic Funds Transfer from 
your bank account. This is our pref-
erred method because you will  incur
no third party processing fee, and
the transfer can be set up by going
to world-reach.org /donate and click-
ing on “EFT Giving ” at the top of the
page.
 
To give by check made payable to
World Reach, mail  to the address be-
low with a note indica�ng your pref-
erence for suppor�ng "Berrios min-
istry":

World Reach
P.O. Box 26155 
Birmingham, AL 35260-0155


